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PHYSICAL REVIEW 


PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY ABSTRACTS 


An article will not be accepted for publication in THe PuysicaL Review unless the 
manuscript is accompanied by an adequate abstract for publication at the beginning 
of the article. This abstract is intended to aid the reader by furnishing an index and 
a brief summary of the contents of the article. Besides serving these purposes it 
should also be suitable for reproduction in abstract journals so as to make it un- 
necessary for the editors of these journals to have another abstract prepared. 


As an index it should be complete; all the subjects, major and minor, concerning 
which new information is presented, should each be given, with sufficient precision 
so that any reader can tell from the abstract whether the article contains anything 
of interest to him. The subject indexes of abstract journals are fundamental in refer- 
ence work. These indexes are prepared exclusively from the abstracts and whatever 
is omitted from the abstracts cannot be included in the index and may thus be lost. 
The writer of an abstract should therefore feel himself under an important obligation 
to his scientific colleagues to make sure that the abstract is accurate and complete, at 
least as an index. 


As a summary the abstract should give briefly the conclusions of the article, important 
advances in experimental technique and theory, and all numerical results of general 
interest that may be conveniently given including all that might belong in a hand- 
book and table of contents. It should give all the information that readers who are 
not specialists in the particular field involved might desire to know about the article 
thus saving them the time and trouble in referring to the article itself. Experience 
has shown that in general the length of the abstract should be from four to eight 
percent of the length of the article. 


Tue PuysicaL Review, 1923-1925, contains many examples of adequate abstracts. 
Most of these contain paragraph titles and subtitles which indicate the subjects 
concerning which new information is given and it is required that authors include 
such subtitles when all the information contained in the article does not refer to the 
subject indicated by the title of the article. Such subtitles may be frequently avoided 
by rewording the title so as to make it more precise. 
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